[Personal experiences with extracorporeal CO2 elimination in patients with severe ARDS--a current review].
The method of extracorporeal CO2 elimination (ECCO2-R) as described by Luiciano Gattinoni and Theodor Kolobow is compared with earlier extra corporeal methods such as extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. The physiological fundamentals of the method, as well as indications and contraindications are explained. - The results of more than 100 patients treated worldwide are discussed together with the present problems of the method. In cases of severe ARDS stage IV, ECCO2-R definitely reduces mortality.